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1899, th° position was ominous. As Minister I had to take
the fullest measures to set our coast defence in order. We
had to be prepared for an attack at any moment by the
British fleet. Work went on day and night so that, we might
be prepared for any emergency. Anyone who went through
that time in a leading position, as I did, must appreciate the
value of a good understanding between England and
France/'
" Is there," I asked him," a written agreement between the
two countries which might pave the way to an alliance ? "
Lockroy : " None at all. I repeat: the best of relations,
but no talk of an alliance. No such alliance would ever be
concluded. King Edward has obvious sympathies with
France, dating from the time when as Prince of Wales he felt
so much at home in Paris society . . . but there is no thought
of an alliance in England either. Delcassc has gone too far
in his concessions to England. He should not have given up
Egypt completely. Gambetta envisaged a joint suppression
of the Arabi Pasha revolt by France and England, but he
fell, and his plan of a Franco-English partnership in Egypt
was given up and Egypt was left entirely to England. . , ."
" France's high opinion of English friendship just now is
certainly due to Russia's defeat in the war with Japan ? "
Lockroy: " I admit that Russia has lost much prestige
and that for that reason England has risen in our esteem."
" And how does France stand with regard to Italy ? "
Locktoy: " I don't think Italy has any intention of trying
to break the existing triple alliance. It is true that France
and Italy are now on very good terms. Both sides suffered
far too much, economically and later politically, from the
breaking off of the Commercial Treaty, and to their mutual
advantage both countries turned to the path of friendly
economic and political relations."
Locktoy then went on to explain how anxious President
Loubet had been to strengthen France's relations with foreign
States by receiving and visiting their rulers- The visit to
Madrid was a case in point. It was important for France's
economic prosperity that she should stand well with her
neighbour Spain, but there could be no question of an
alliance.
Before Lockroy was to dine with the Imperial Chancellor

